overtly acknowledged/ the use of information that results from such evaluation studies is not necessarily illegitimate provided valid data are reported and interpreted honestly.
Misuse and Deliberate Nonuse
One of the problems in defining the process of utilization is that not all study results ought to be used and that deliberate rejection or nonuse of results that are faulty or otherwise inapplicable is preferable to misuse. Misapplication of results is as much a negative consequence of evaluation as lack of application, and deliberate nonuse may represent rational decision making as much as does appropriate application.4 The problem is that the deliberate nonuse after results have been carefully considered and dismissed for valid reasons is difficult to distinguish from the failure to use evaluation results for other reasons.
Aside from nonuse for valid reasons, it is important to distinguish between the misuse or nonuse that results from of lack of judgment and that which has as its motivation the suppression of valid information.  Persons who may not be fully aware of the standards of quality that should be applied to evaluation studies may hail the results of faulted work and condemn on seemingly technical grounds quite well-executed studies.  This lack of judgment calls for attempts to inform potential users of the standards by which various types of studies should be judged. The recommendations made elsewhere in this report on open and systematic review of evaluation studies should be helpful in judging quality.  (Our recommendations on training in Chapters 3 and 5 are also intended to address this problem.)
Deliberate misuse or nonuse of evaluation studies is in many ways more difficult to deal with. First, it is difficult to detect motives.  Second, it is not likely that persons deliberately abusing evaluation studies would be likely to be dissuaded by arguments based on    Adopting this principle has consequences for the planning of evaluations   (see Recommendation D-10, below)
